Notice of Preparation

of a
Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report
for the

M endocino Redwood Company®
Timber Operations and Forest Management
in Mendodno and Sonoma Counties

Prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(Public Resources Code section 21000, et seq.)

Lead Agency:
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
P.O. Box 944246
Sacramento, CA 942442460

Supplemental Notice of Preparation to Department of Fish and Game@ Notice of
Preparation filed on June 17, 2000(SCH # 20020@055)
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Summary

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) plansto
prepare a Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report (PTEIR) for the
Mendodno Redwood Company@ (MRC) timber operationsand forest management in
Mendodno and Sonoma Countes. The PTEIR will beajoint environmental impact
report pursuant to the California Environmental Qudity Act (Public Resources Code
section 21000 ,et seq.)(CEQA) and environmental impact statement pursuant to the
Nationd Environmental Policy Act (42U.S.C.A. ©4231et seq.)(NEPA). CDF will
prepare thejoint PTEIR/EIS in collaboration with thetwo federal lead agendes unde
NEPA: the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) andthe Nationd Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS). (See 67 Fed.Reg. 3892 (June6, 2002)) CDF intendsto
gaher information necessary to prepare the PTEIR/EIS and welcomes inputfrom
agendes and the pubilic.

Thejoint PTEIR/EIS will consder the potential environmental effects of MRCG
activitiesfor purposes of thefollowing State agency actions

i CDFQ® determinaion tha MRC@ Timberland Management Plan will achieve the
resource protection gods of the Forest Practice Act. (See 14 Cal. Codeof Regs
section 109202)

i The California Department of Fish and Game@ (CDFG) approvd of MRC@& joint
habitat conservation plan and natural community congervation plan pursuant to
section 28200f theFish and Game Codeand issuance of atake permit pursuant to
section 28350f theFish and Game Code

i CDFGQ@issuance of a Master Streambed Alteration Agreement pursuant to
section 1602and section 1605Q) of the Fish and Game Code

i TheNorth Coast Regiond Water Quality Control Boad@issuance of waste
dischargerequirements pursuant to Article 4 of Division 7 of the California Water
Code (beginning with section 13260)

The PTEIR/EIS will also consder thepotential environmental effects of M RCG
activities for purposes of the USFWSOand NMFSCGi ssuance of inddental take permits
pursuant to thefederal Endangaed Species Act. (16 U.S.C.A. ©1531et seq.)

Background

On Junel7,2002 the CDFG distributed a Notice of Preparation for an
environmental impact report regarding CDFGQ@ issuance of a take permit in assodation
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with anaural community congervation plan for MRCG forest management in Mendodno
and Sonoma Counties (SCH# 2002062055 Information was gathered for an
environmental impact report, but an environmental impact report was not prepared
pending further development of the natural community conservation plan. Since that
time, CDF has elected to prepare aProgram Timberland Environmental Impact Report
(PTEIR) for MRCG@ timber opaationsand forest management activities. Asaresult,
CDF mug assume therole of CEQA lead agency. The PTEIR will address the same
gened scopeof activities aswas initially contemplated for the environmental impact
report and will replace it. However, the PTEIR will also andyze theimpects of those
activities for purposes of compliance with the Forest Practice Act and the Forest Practice
Rules. ThePTEIR will therefore meet certain requirements of the Forest Practice Act
and the Forest Practice Rules, aswell as CEQA requirements. This notice supplements
and updaes CDFG@® June 17, 2002Notice of Preparation and reflects these changes.

Project Description

CDF intendsto gather information necessary for the preparation of a PTEIR that
will andyze MRC@ timber opeationsand forest management in Mendodno and Sonorma
Counies. MRCQ® timber opeationsindudethe cutting and remova of timber and other
solid woodforest resources from timberlandsfor commercia purposes and related
activities, such as the congruction and maintenance of roads fud breaks, firebreaks,
stream crossings landings skid trails, bedsfor thefalling of trees, fire hazard abatement,
and site preparation tha involves the disturbance of soil or buming of vegetation
following timber harvesting activities. MRCG forest management involves additiond
activitieson MRC lands induding measures to: control the establishment, compostion
and growth of forests; conserve and restore fish, wildlife, and natural communities (i.e.,
habitat); protect water qudity; and remediate existing, environmentally degraded
conditions(such as old, poaly designed roadsthat cause eroson).

MRC will submit to CDF adraft timberland management plan (TMP) that will
describe MRCG proposed timber opeations MRC will also prepare and subrmit to the
CDFG, the USFWS, andthe NMFS, a draft joint habitat congervation plan and naural
community conservation plan (HCP/NCCP) andwill submit to CDFG a draft Master
Streambed Alteration Agreement. The HCP/NCCP and Master Streambed Alteration
Agreement will describe MRCG@ forest management activities and will provide additiond
detail aboutMRCQ@ timber opeationstha is relevant for conservation planning and fish
and wildlife resource protection purposes. MRC@® timber opaationsand forest
management as described in the TMP, the HCP/NCCP, and the Master Streambed
Alteration Agreement comprise the project that will beandyzed in thejoint PTEIR/EIS
for purposes of the State and Federal regulatory actionsidentified above

MRC@ TMP will indudethe peformance standads and objectives MRC
proposs to use for timber opeaationsonitsland, identify specific resource protection
measures MRC proposs to implement, and identify how MRC proposs to achieve
Qmaximum sugtained produdion of high qudity timber produds,Oas required by the
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Forest Practice Rules. ThePTEIR/EIS will andyze thedraft TMP, inform CDF and the
public generaly of any significant environmental effects of MRC@ proposed timber
opeaations identify possible ways to minimize the significant effects, and evaluae
reasonable alternaives to theway MRC proposs to condud timber opegationsunde the
TMP.

In addition, the PTEIR/EIS will andyze the draft HCP/NCCP and inform CDFG
of the potential effects assodated with CDFG@® approva of the HCP/NCCP pursuant to
section 28200f the Fish and Game Codeand issuance of atake permit pursuant to section
28350f theFish and Game Code Thetake permit would authorize adverse impacts to
certain species, induding threatened species and endangered species, resulting from
MRCG@& timber opaationsand forest management. MRC@ proposed 80-year HCP/NCCP
will encompass MRC@ ownership and will indudea conservation strategy for
endangeaed species, threatened species, and other sengtive species and naural
communities.

The PTEIR/EISwill also andyze MRCG draft Master Streambed Alteration
Agreement and inform CDFG of the potential effects assoaated with CDFG@ issuance of
afind Master Streambed Alteration Agreement pursuant to section 1602and section
1605@).

CDF expects MRC to apply for waste discharge requirements from the North
Coast Regiond Water Qudity Control Board for its timber opeationsand forest
management. The PTEIR/EISwill indudean andysis of the potential water qudity
impacts of MRCQ activities tha the Board may use for that purpose.

CDF expects MRC also to apply to the USFWS and the NMFS for inddental take
permits based on the HCP/NCCP pursuant to Section 10(@)1(B) of the of the Endangered
Species Act (16 U.S.C.A. ©1539a)(1)(B).).

Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report

A program environmental impact report is an environmental impact report
prepared for a series of related actionstha can becharacterized as onelarge project. A
program timberland environmental impact report is a specialized form of a program
environmental impact report tha must meet additiond requirementsin the Forest Practice
Rules regarding the assessment and mitigation of impacts resulting from proposed timber
opeaations

MRCG@ timber opaationsand forest management consst of numerousindividud
actionswithin the same general geographic area, are elements of integrated management
and conervation plans will be carried out unde the same statutory authorities, and will
have generally similar environmental effects, which can be mitigaed in smilar ways. By
andyzing MRC@ timber operationsand forest management in a broad and
comprehengve andysis, the PTEIR/EIS can provide a more exhaudive consderation of
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effects and alterndives than would be practical in anarrowly focused project-specific
environmental andysis, such asatimbe harvest plan (THP). ThePTEIR/EIS will also
allow for acomprehensve (rather than case-by-case) cumulative impacts anaysis, avoid
duplicative reconsderation of basic policy consderations and allow CDF to consder
broad policy aternatives and mitigaiion measures at an early time when CDF has greater
flexibility to deal with basic problems or cumulative impacts.

PTEIR Certification

A PTEIR mug assess and provide mitigaion for on and off-site impacts resulting
from timber opeationswithin the ownership (or ownerships) within which theopeations
will occur. To certify aPTEIR, the Director of CDF mug certify tha it will achieve the
resource protection gods of the Forest Practice Act--induding the maximum sugained
produdion of high-qudity timber produds and the protection of soil, air, fish and
wildlife, and water resources--as well as CEQAQ requirements.

CDF will review MRCG@ draft TMP and, in conjunction with the USFWS and the
NMFS, will prepare adraft PTEIR/EIS that andyzesthe TMP. Thedraft TMP will be
circulated for public review and comment alongwith thedraft PTEIR/EIS. After
congdering public comments onthe PTEIR/EIS and TMP, the Director of CDF may
certify the PTEIR/EIS if hedderminestha the TMP will achieve theresource protection
gods of the Forest Practice Act and tha the PTEIR/EIS complies with CEQA.

Program Timber Harvesting Plan Tiering Process

The Director® certification of the PTEIR/EIS woud not by itself authorize MRC
to condud timber opaations A PTEIR provides acomprehensve, program-level
environmental analysis for purposes of the Forest Practice Act and the Forest Practice
Rules. Even after aPTEIR is certified, the Forest Practice Rules will require asite-
specific environmental anadysis before timbe opaationsmay becommenced. After a
PTEIR is certified, it establishes a separate THP process in which Qorogram timber
harvest planSO(PTHPs) are used in place of conventiond THPs. PTHPs rely onthe
environmental anadysis contained in thePTEIR. Only if the Director determines, after
review and comment fromthe public and state agendes, tha a PTHP is within the scope
of aPTEIR andisin conformance with the Forest Practice Act and applicable Forest
Practice Rules may the person submitting the PTHP commence timber opeaations

However, a PTHP can provide a more condse project-specific environmental
andysisthan aconventiond THP. Where a certified PTEIR has adequéaely addressed an
environmental impact, a PTHP need only reference the PTEIR@ andysis. ThePTHP
fulfills therequirements of CEQA by being written within the scopeof theanadysis
contained in the PTEIR.

Theopeaationd (specific prescriptive) standads of the Forest Practice Rules
apply to timber opeationsconduded unde a PTHP, unless dternaive standadsare
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developal in the PTEIR that provideequd or better protection to theresource tha may
beimpacted. The Director may approve such aternaive standadsonly when the PTEIR
shows that timber opeaationsimplemented usng the aternative standadswill notresult
in significant, adverse environmental effects.

MRC@ TMP will identify any aternative opeationd standadstha MRC
proposes to use for itstimber opaations

Project-Level Environmental Impact Report for Other Regulatory Approvals

For purposes of CDF@ approvad of MRC@ proposd timber opeations the
PTEIR/EIS mug providea program-level, rather than project-specific, environmental
anaysis, regardless of thelevel of detail available aboutMRC@ timber opeationsand
ther potential environmental effects. Thisis because nether the Forest Practice Act nor
the Forest Practice Rules authorize CDF to approve indudria timber opaationsat an
ownership scale; indead, all indudrial timber opaationsmug be conduded unde an
approved THP or PTHP. Thescopeof aTHP or PTHP is generally limited to timber
opeaationscarried outon a specific propety within athree-year period. CDF may not
authorize MRC to condud timber opeationsuntil MRC prepares, and CDF approves, a
PTHP, even if the PTEIR/EIS itself adequately andyzes the environmental impacts of
such opeations

Theothe State and Federal programs unde which MRC proposs to seek
regulatory authorizationsallow for permitting at an ownership-wideor regiond scale.
For example, CDFG may issuea Natural Community Congervation Planning Act take
permit for activities carried outunde alandcape- or ecosystem-level conservation plan.
CDF, in conjundion with the USFWS and the NFMSS, intendsthat the PTEIR/EI SOwill
provide a project-level environmental andysis for purposes of the other State and Federal
regulatory actionsidentified above For these actions the PTEIR/EIS isintended to
provide withou subsequent environmental andysis, sufficient information and anayses
to inform public agency decision makers and the public of the significant environmental
effects of MRCG@ proposd timber opeationsand forest management, identify possible
ways to minimize the significant effects, and describereasonéble aternaives to the way
in which MRC propossto carry outitstimber opeaationsand forest management.

Location

MRC@ TMP and HCP/NCCP will cover landstha indudemixed conifer forest
and habitat important to the congervation of threatened and endangeaed speciesin the
central California coast and northern Californiaregion. The TMP and HCP/NCCP area
indudestimberlandswest of State Highway 101. Redwoodis thedomnant or co-
domnant tree species. The attached map shows the areas unde congderation in greater
detail.
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Potential Environmental Effects

The PTEIR/EIS, TMP, and HCP/NCCP will notin themselves cause any impacts.
Thepurpos of the TMP will beto identify performance standads and objectives and
measures for MRC@ timber opeationsthat will enable MRC to achieve maximum
sugained produdion of high qudity forest produds and at the same time to protect
recreationd values, watershed integrity, wildlife, rangeand forage values, fisheries and
aesthetic values. Thegod of the HCP/NCCP will beto establish appropriate guiddines
tha will enable MRC to carry outits forest management and timber opeationsand, at the
same time, to providefor the protection of habitat, naural communities, and species
diversity on alandscape or ecosystem level through measures tha conserve covered
species appropriately for land and aquétic habitats within the plan area. CDF expects the
HCP/NCCP will indudewildlife habitat and stream buffers, a sediment redudion
program, a monitoring and reporting program, an adgptive management program, and
wildlife and aquétic habitat restoration measures.

However, timber opaationsand forest management carried outunde the TMP
and HCP/NCCP may cause significant adverse environmental effects. Thefollowing
types of effects will probably result from MRC@ timber opaations thoughthe potential
significance of the effectsis notyet known:

1 Aesthetics may be affected throughthe modification of thevisible naure of
timber stands

1 Mineral Resources may beimpacted from the extraction of gravel from quaries
and channds for road surfacing purposes.

1 Cultural Resources may be affected by grounddisturbing activities.

t  Hydrology and Water Quality may be affected by modification of hydrological
processes and sediment availability (i.e., erogon)to watercourses.

1 Noise impacts may occur because of timber harvesting, log hauling, and road
condruction and maintenance.

1 Recreation may be affected by grounddisturbing activities and changesin road
andtrail conditions

1 Air Quality may beimpacted by site preparation and prescribed fire treatments.

1 Geology and Soils may beimpacted by road or vegetation management tha
modifies dopestability or exposes surface soil to erogon.

The PTEIR/EIS will andyze MRCQ® proposed timber opeaationsand land
management activities as described in the TMP and HCP/NCCP to deerminewhether
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any such potential impacts are likely to be significant, and for any significant impact, will
identify mitigation measures or aternaives tha would reduce or avoid theeffect. The
PTEIR/EIS will also consder the potential environmental effects of relevant, reasonably
foreseeable, future projects.

Continuation of Timber Operations

Pending CDFQ certification of the PTEIR, MRC will continueto carry outits
ongong timber opaationsthroughindividud THPs in accordance with the Forest
Practice Rules. MRC@ timber opeationsduring this period will adhee aso to the
(Planning Agreement between the Mendodno Redwood Company and the California
Department of Fish and Game regarding the Mendodno Redwood Company Natural
Community Congervation Plan,Odaed June23, 2003, unde which MRC indudes
additiond measuresin its THPs to avoid thetake of threatened species and endangeed
species.

Public Scoping

To facilitate public inputunde CEQA, CDF will condud a scoping process for
the preparation of the PTEIR/EIS. Theprimary purpose of the scoping processisto
identify rather than to debate the significant issues related to the proposed action.
Interested personsare encouraged to submit written comments and to attend the public
scoping meetings to identify issues and alterndives that should be addressed in the
PTEIR/EIS. The proposd agendafor this facilitated meeting indudes a summary of the
proposd action; status of and threats to subject species; and tentative issues, congerns
oppotunities, and aternatives. Additiond public meetingsmay be conduded on later
dates to provide oppatunities to comment onthedraft PTEIR/EIS.

Public scoping meetings at which oral and written comments can be submitted,
are scheduled asfollows:

! March 239, 2006
Fort Bragg Town Hall, 6-9 pm
363North Main St., Fort Bragg, CA

! March 28", 2006
Ukiah Valley Conference Center 6-9 pm
200 South School St., Ukiah, CA
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All written comments on the scopeof the PTEIR/EIS mug bereceived on or
before April 10, 2006 at 5:00 P.M. Written comments should be sent to:

Allen S. Robeatson

Deputy Chief for Environmental Protection
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
P.O. Box 944246

Sacramento, CA 942442460

Fax: (916 6538957

Email: SacramentoPublicComment@fire.cagov

ADA Notice- Pursuant to the Americanswith Disabilities Act, individuds who, because
of adisability, need specia assistance to attend or paticipae in a Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection meeting, may request assistance at the address and phonenumber
provided above Please make such requests five working daysin advance.



