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Summary 
 

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) plans to 
prepare a Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report (PTEIR) for the 
Mendocino Redwood CompanyÕs (MRC) timber operations and forest management in 
Mendocino and Sonoma Counties.  The PTEIR will be a joint environmental impact 
report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code 
section 21000, et seq.)(CEQA) and environmental impact statement pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C.A. ¤4231 et seq.)(NEPA).  CDF will 
prepare the joint PTEIR/EIS in collaboration with the two federal lead agencies under 
NEPA:  the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS).  (See 67 Fed.Reg. 38932 (June 6, 2002).)  CDF intends to 
gather information necessary to prepare the PTEIR/EIS and welcomes input from 
agencies and the public. 
 

The joint PTEIR/EIS will consider the potential environmental effects of MRCÕs 
activities for purposes of the following State agency actions: 
 

!  CDFÕs determination that MRCÕs Timberland Management Plan will achieve the 
resource protection goals of the Forest Practice Act.  (See 14 Cal. Code of Regs. 
section 1092.02.) 

 
!  The California Department of Fish and GameÕs (CDFG) approval of MRCÕs joint 

habitat conservation plan and natural community conservation plan pursuant to 
section 2820 of the Fish and Game Code and issuance of a take permit pursuant to 
section 2835 of the Fish and Game Code. 

 
!  CDFGÕs issuance of a Master Streambed Alteration Agreement pursuant to 

section 1602 and section 1605(g) of the Fish and Game Code. 
 

!  The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control BoardÕs issuance of waste 
discharge requirements pursuant to Article 4 of Division 7 of the California Water 
Code (beginning with section 13260). 

 
The PTEIR/EIS will also consider the potential environmental effects of MRCÕs 

activities for purposes of the USFWSÕ and NMFSÕ issuance of incidental take permits 
pursuant to the federal Endangered Species Act.  (16 U.S.C.A. ¤1531 et seq.) 
 
 
 
Background 
 

On June 17, 2002, the CDFG distributed a Notice of Preparation for an 
environmental impact report regarding CDFGÕs issuance of a take permit in association 
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with a natural community conservation plan for MRCÕs forest management in Mendocino 
and Sonoma Counties (SCH# 2002062055).  Information was gathered for an 
environmental impact report, but an environmental impact report was not prepared 
pending further development of the natural community conservation plan.  Since that 
time, CDF has elected to prepare a Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report 
(PTEIR) for MRCÕs timber operations and forest management activities.  As a result, 
CDF must assume the role of CEQA lead agency.  The PTEIR will address the same 
general scope of activities as was initially contemplated for the environmental impact 
report and will replace it.  However, the PTEIR will also analyze the impacts of those 
activities for purposes of compliance with the Forest Practice Act and the Forest Practice 
Rules.  The PTEIR will therefore meet certain requirements of the Forest Practice Act 
and the Forest Practice Rules, as well as CEQA requirements.  This notice supplements 
and updates CDFGÕs June 17, 2002 Notice of Preparation and reflects these changes. 
 
Project Descr iption 
 

CDF intends to gather information necessary for the preparation of a PTEIR that 
will analyze MRCÕs timber operations and forest management in Mendocino and Sonoma 
Counties.  MRCÕs timber operations include the cutting and removal of timber and other 
solid wood forest resources from timberlands for commercial purposes and related 
activities, such as the construction and maintenance of roads, fuel breaks, firebreaks, 
stream crossings, landings, skid trails, beds for the falling of trees, fire hazard abatement, 
and site preparation that involves the disturbance of soil or burning of vegetation 
following timber harvesting activities.  MRCÕs forest management involves additional 
activities on MRC lands, including measures to: control the establishment, composition 
and growth of forests; conserve and restore fish, wildlife, and natural communities (i.e., 
habitat); protect water quality; and remediate existing, environmentally degraded 
conditions (such as old, poorly designed roads that cause erosion).  
 

MRC will submit to CDF a draft timberland management plan (TMP) that will 
describe MRCÕs proposed timber operations.  MRC will also prepare and submit to the 
CDFG, the USFWS, and the NMFS, a draft joint habitat conservation plan and natural 
community conservation plan (HCP/NCCP) and will submit to CDFG a draft Master 
Streambed Alteration Agreement.   The HCP/NCCP and Master Streambed Alteration 
Agreement will describe MRCÕs forest management activities and will provide additional 
detail about MRCÕs timber operations that is relevant for conservation planning and fish 
and wildlife resource protection purposes.  MRCÕs timber operations and forest 
management as described in the TMP, the HCP/NCCP, and the Master Streambed 
Alteration Agreement comprise the project that will be analyzed in the joint PTEIR/EIS 
for purposes of the State and Federal regulatory actions identified above. 
 

MRCÕs TMP will include the performance standards and objectives MRC 
proposes to use for timber operations on its land, identify specific resource protection 
measures MRC proposes to implement, and identify how MRC proposes to achieve 
Òmaximum sustained production of high quality timber products,Ó as required by the 
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Forest Practice Rules.  The PTEIR/EIS will analyze the draft TMP, inform CDF and the 
public generally of any significant environmental effects of MRCÕs proposed timber 
operations, identify possible ways to minimize the significant effects, and evaluate 
reasonable alternatives to the way MRC proposes to conduct timber operations under the 
TMP. 
 

In addition, the PTEIR/EIS will analyze the draft HCP/NCCP and inform CDFG 
of the potential effects associated with CDFGÕs approval of the HCP/NCCP pursuant to 
section 2820 of the Fish and Game Code and issuance of a take permit pursuant to section 
2835 of the Fish and Game Code.  The take permit would authorize adverse impacts to 
certain species, including threatened species and endangered species, resulting from 
MRCÕs timber operations and forest management.  MRCÕs proposed 80-year HCP/NCCP 
will encompass MRCÕs ownership and will include a conservation strategy for 
endangered species, threatened species, and other sensitive species and natural 
communities.   
 

The PTEIR/EIS will also analyze MRCÕs draft Master Streambed Alteration 
Agreement and inform CDFG of the potential effects associated with CDFGÕs issuance of 
a final Master Streambed Alteration Agreement pursuant to section 1602 and section 
1605(g). 
 

CDF expects MRC to apply for waste discharge requirements from the North 
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board for its timber operations and forest 
management.  The PTEIR/EIS will include an analysis of the potential water quality 
impacts of MRCÕs activities that the Board may use for that purpose. 
 

CDF expects MRC also to apply to the USFWS and the NMFS for incidental take 
permits based on the HCP/NCCP pursuant to Section 10(a)1(B) of the of the Endangered 
Species Act (16 U.S.C.A. ¤1539(a)(1)(B).).  
 
Program Timber land Environmental Impact Report 
 

A program environmental impact report is an environmental impact report 
prepared for a series of related actions that can be characterized as one large project.  A 
program timberland environmental impact report is a specialized form of a program 
environmental impact report that must meet additional requirements in the Forest Practice 
Rules regarding the assessment and mitigation of impacts resulting from proposed timber 
operations.   
 

MRCÕs timber operations and forest management consist of numerous individual 
actions within the same general geographic area, are elements of integrated management 
and conservation plans, will be carried out under the same statutory authorities, and will 
have generally similar environmental effects, which can be mitigated in similar ways.  By 
analyzing MRCÕs timber operations and forest management in a broad and 
comprehensive analysis, the PTEIR/EIS can provide a more exhaustive consideration of 
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effects and alternatives than would be practical in a narrowly focused project-specific 
environmental analysis, such as a timber harvest plan (THP).  The PTEIR/EIS will also 
allow for a comprehensive (rather than case-by-case) cumulative impacts analysis, avoid 
duplicative reconsideration of basic policy considerations, and allow CDF to consider 
broad policy alternatives and mitigation measures at an early time when CDF has greater 
flexibility to deal with basic problems or cumulative impacts. 
 

PTEIR Certification  
 

A PTEIR must assess and provide mitigation for on and off-site impacts resulting 
from timber operations within the ownership (or ownerships) within which the operations 
will occur.  To certify a PTEIR, the Director of CDF must certify that it will achieve the 
resource protection goals of the Forest Practice Act--including the maximum sustained 
production of high-quality timber products and the protection of soil, air, fish and 
wildlife, and water resources--as well as CEQAÕs requirements.  
 

CDF will review MRCÕs draft TMP and, in conjunction with the USFWS and the 
NMFS, will prepare a draft PTEIR/EIS that analyzes the TMP.  The draft TMP will be 
circulated for public review and comment along with the draft PTEIR/EIS.  After 
considering public comments on the PTEIR/EIS and TMP, the Director of CDF may 
certify the PTEIR/EIS if he determines that the TMP will achieve the resource protection 
goals of the Forest Practice Act and that the PTEIR/EIS complies with CEQA.   
 
Program Timber Harvesting Plan Tier ing Process  
 

The DirectorÕs certification of the PTEIR/EIS would not by itself authorize MRC 
to conduct timber operations.  A PTEIR provides a comprehensive, program-level 
environmental analysis for purposes of the Forest Practice Act and the Forest Practice 
Rules.  Even after a PTEIR is certified, the Forest Practice Rules will require a site-
specific environmental analysis before timber operations may be commenced.  After a 
PTEIR is certified, it establishes a separate THP process in which Òprogram timber 
harvest plansÓ (PTHPs) are used in place of conventional THPs.  PTHPs rely on the 
environmental analysis contained in the PTEIR.  Only if the Director determines, after 
review and comment from the public and state agencies, that a PTHP is within the scope 
of a PTEIR and is in conformance with the Forest Practice Act and applicable Forest 
Practice Rules may the person submitting the PTHP commence timber operations. 
 

However, a PTHP can provide a more concise project-specific environmental 
analysis than a conventional THP.  Where a certified PTEIR has adequately addressed an 
environmental impact, a PTHP need only reference the PTEIRÕs analysis.  The PTHP 
fulfills the requirements of CEQA by being written within the scope of the analysis 
contained in the PTEIR.   
 

The operational (specific prescriptive) standards of the Forest Practice Rules 
apply to timber operations conducted under a PTHP, unless alternative standards are 
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developed in the PTEIR that provide equal or better protection to the resource that may 
be impacted.  The Director may approve such alternative standards only when the PTEIR 
shows that timber operations implemented using the alternative standards will not result 
in significant, adverse environmental effects. 
 

MRCÕs TMP will identify any alternative operational standards that MRC 
proposes to use for its timber operations. 
 
Project-Level Environmental Impact Report for  Other  Regulatory Approvals  
 

For purposes of CDFÕs approval of MRCÕs proposed timber operations, the 
PTEIR/EIS must provide a program-level, rather than project-specific, environmental 
analysis, regardless of the level of detail available about MRCÕs timber operations and 
their potential environmental effects.  This is because neither the Forest Practice Act nor 
the Forest Practice Rules authorize CDF to approve industrial timber operations at an 
ownership scale; instead, all industrial timber operations must be conducted under an 
approved THP or PTHP.  The scope of a THP or PTHP is generally limited to timber 
operations carried out on a specific property within a three-year period.  CDF may not 
authorize MRC to conduct timber operations until MRC prepares, and CDF approves, a 
PTHP, even if the PTEIR/EIS itself adequately analyzes the environmental impacts of 
such operations.  
 

The other State and Federal programs under which MRC proposes to seek 
regulatory authorizations allow for permitting at an ownership-wide or regional scale.  
For example, CDFG may issue a Natural Community Conservation Planning Act take 
permit for activities carried out under a landscape- or ecosystem-level conservation plan.  
CDF, in conjunction with the USFWS and the NFMS, intends that the PTEIR/EISÕ will 
provide a project-level environmental analysis for purposes of the other State and Federal 
regulatory actions identified above.  For these actions, the PTEIR/EIS is intended to 
provide, without subsequent environmental analysis, sufficient information and analyses 
to inform public agency decision makers and the public of the significant environmental 
effects of MRCÕs proposed timber operations and forest management, identify possible 
ways to minimize the significant effects, and describe reasonable alternatives to the way 
in which MRC proposes to carry out its timber operations and forest management.  
 
Location 
 

MRCÕs TMP and HCP/NCCP will cover lands that include mixed conifer forest 
and habitat important to the conservation of threatened and endangered species in the 
central California coast and northern California region.  The TMP and HCP/NCCP area 
includes timberlands west of State Highway 101.  Redwood is the dominant or co-
dominant tree species.  The attached map shows the areas under consideration in greater 
detail. 
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Potential Environmental Effects 
 

The PTEIR/EIS, TMP, and HCP/NCCP will not in themselves cause any impacts.  
The purpose of the TMP will be to identify performance standards and objectives and 
measures for MRCÕs timber operations that will enable MRC to achieve maximum 
sustained production of high quality forest products and at the same time to protect 
recreational values, watershed integrity, wildlife, range and forage values, fisheries and 
aesthetic values.   The goal of the HCP/NCCP will be to establish appropriate guidelines 
that will enable MRC to carry out its forest management and timber operations and, at the 
same time, to provide for the protection of habitat, natural communities, and species 
diversity on a landscape or ecosystem level through measures that conserve covered 
species appropriately for land and aquatic habitats within the plan area. CDF expects the 
HCP/NCCP will include wildlife habitat and stream buffers, a sediment reduction 
program, a monitoring and reporting program, an adaptive management program, and 
wildlife and aquatic habitat restoration measures.   
 

However, timber operations and forest management carried out under the TMP 
and HCP/NCCP may cause significant adverse environmental effects.  The following 
types of effects will probably result from MRCÕs timber operations, though the potential 
significance of the effects is not yet known: 
 

!  Aesthetics may be affected through the modification of the visible nature of 
timber stands. 

 
!  Mineral Resources may be impacted from the extraction of gravel from quarries 

and channels for road surfacing purposes. 
 

!  Cultural Resources may be affected by ground disturbing activities. 
 

!  Hydrology and Water Quality may be affected by modification of hydrological 
processes and sediment availability (i.e., erosion) to watercourses. 

 
!  Noise impacts may occur because of timber harvesting, log hauling, and road 

construction and maintenance. 
 

!  Recreation may be affected by ground disturbing activities and changes in road 
and trail conditions. 

 
!  Air Quality may be impacted by site preparation and prescribed fire treatments. 

 
!  Geology and Soils may be impacted by road or vegetation management that 

modifies slope stability or exposes surface soil to erosion.   
 

The PTEIR/EIS will analyze MRCÕs proposed timber operations and land 
management activities as described in the TMP and HCP/NCCP to determine whether 
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any such potential impacts are likely to be significant, and for any significant impact, will 
identify mitigation measures or alternatives that would reduce or avoid the effect. The 
PTEIR/EIS will also consider the potential environmental effects of relevant, reasonably 
foreseeable, future projects.   
 
Continuation of Timber Operations 
 

Pending CDFÕs certification of the PTEIR, MRC will continue to carry out its 
ongoing timber operations through individual THPs in accordance with the Forest 
Practice Rules.  MRCÕs timber operations during this period will adhere also to the 
ÒPlanning Agreement between the Mendocino Redwood Company and the California 
Department of Fish and Game regarding the Mendocino Redwood Company Natural 
Community Conservation Plan,Ó dated June 23, 2003, under which MRC includes 
additional measures in its THPs to avoid the take of threatened species and endangered 
species. 
 
Public Scoping 
 

To facilitate public input under CEQA, CDF will conduct a scoping process for 
the preparation of the PTEIR/EIS.  The primary purpose of the scoping process is to 
identify rather than to debate the significant issues related to the proposed action.  
Interested persons are encouraged to submit written comments and to attend the public 
scoping meetings to identify issues and alternatives that should be addressed in the 
PTEIR/EIS. The proposed agenda for this facilitated meeting includes a summary of the 
proposed action; status of and threats to subject species; and tentative issues, concerns, 
opportunities, and alternatives. Additional public meetings may be conducted on later 
dates to provide opportunities to comment on the draft PTEIR/EIS. 
 

Public scoping meetings, at which oral and written comments can be submitted, 
are scheduled as follows: 

 
!  March 23rd , 2006  

Fort Bragg Town Hall, 6-9 pm  
363 North Main St., Fort Bragg, CA 

 
!  March 28th, 2006 

Ukiah Valley Conference Center 6-9 pm 
200 South School St., Ukiah, CA 
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All written comments on the scope of the PTEIR/EIS must be received on or 

before April 10, 2006 at 5:00 P.M.  Written comments should be sent to: 
 
Allen S. Robertson 
Deputy Chief for Environmental Protection 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 944246 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 
Fax:  (916) 653-8957 
Email:  SacramentoPublicComment@fire.ca.gov 
 
ADA Notice- Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals who, because 
of a disability, need special assistance to attend or participate in a Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection meeting, may request assistance at the address and phone number 
provided above. Please make such requests five working days in advance. 
 


